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* Festa da Merda’in Sdo Geraldo

InSéoGeraldo ( vI akbi j
wordt al eeuwen op de zondag na
Pasen de ‘Festa da Merda” gehou-
den, zoals het in de volksmond wordt
genoemd. Waarom dit feest wordt
gehouden weet eigenlijk niemand
meer, ze doen het gewoon.

Het is een zeer bijzonder schouw-
spel. Alle geiten & en schapenherders
uit de omgeving versieren hun dieren
met pomponnetjes, speelgoedbeer-
tjes en ook bellen. Deze bellen vari-
éren van klein tot enorm groot, die
vanaf de nek tot aan de grond ben-
gelen. Alle herders en hun kuddes
verzamelen zich op een veld in het
dorp. Als er een sein gegeven wordt
gaan zij op weg naar de kapel in het
centrum van het dorp. Daar aangeko-
men lopen de herders met hun die-
ren drie keer rond de kapel. Plotse-
ling vertrekken ze weer: de Mis
wordt dan gelezen. Na afloop van de
Mis wordt een processie gehouden
(uma romario) onder begeleiding van
het orkest. Nadat de processie te-
ruggekeerd is bij de kapel en de
heilige beelden weer zijn terugge-
plaatst, verzamelen de omstanders
zich om de kapel en staan op min-
stens 3 m afstand van de kapelmuur.

In de verte hoor je het gerinkel,
gebel en geluid van de dieren. De

Miedrsteeksdile loopt weer een rondje

om de kapel. Daarna moest de kudde
de andere kant op, wat een hoop
commotie bij de dieren veroorzaak-
te. De herder ging steeds harder
lopen, waardoor de kudde ook steeds
harder liep. Sommige vilogen uit de
bocht, andere deden hun behoeften
onderweg. Na drie rondjes heen en
weer om de kapel, verliet de herder
het terrein en kwam de volgende.

Dit gebeurde vele malen. En ineens
was het afgelopen. Wat er achter
bleef was een heleboel ‘merda’
rondom de kapel.

Festa da MerdakE
In Sdo Geraldo (near Middes) for
centuries on the Sunday after
Easter the "Festa da Merda' is

held, as is used in popular speech.
Why this festival is held really no
one knows anymore, they just do it.
Itis a very special sight. Allgoat -
and sheep herds from the area get
together and decorate their animals
with woollen balls, toy bears and
bells. These bells range from small
to enormous ones which hang from
the necks of the animals to the
ground. All the shepherds and their

herds gather on a field in the vil-
lage. From somewhere a signal is
given and all go to the chapel in the
centre of the village. Once there,
the shepherds with their herds go
around the chapel three times. Sud-
denly they all leave: the Mass is
starting. After Mass, a procession is
held (uma romario) accompanied by
the orchestra . After the procession
has returned to the chapel and the
holy statues have been put back into
the chapel, the bystanders form a
circle around the chapel, making
sure that they are at least 3 meters
away from the chapel wall. In the
distance you can hear the jingle of
the bells and animal sounds. The
herd then walks around the chapel.
The animals had to turn, which
caused a lot of commotion among
them. When the shepherd ran
faster, the herd also ran faster.
Some animals took a slide, others
wasted their needs underway. After
three laps back and forth around
the chapel, the shepherd left the
drea &g once@@aln arlotbe® shep-
herd came with his/her herd. This
went on for many times in a row.
And suddenly it was over. What re-
mained was a lot of ‘'merda” around

the chapel.
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Saints and their animals

Sadly this year | missed the sheep
running around the chapel at Povoa
do Middes. The weather was cold
and showery and | was told 2pm
then 4pm but the auction to raise
money for the church, of sausages,
rabbits and something in bottles,
went on and on so | came home. Ac-
tually the chapel is Saint Euphemia.
Next door you can buy wax body
parts to hang on the altar of your
favorite saint to assist in a cure.
Back to the sheep, they run around
the chapel 5 times then stop and go
again in the reverse direction. |

have seen them on 2 occasions but
never at S8o Geraldo where | am
told their horns are decorated with
colored paper. The first takes place
on the Monday following Easter Sun-
day, and the second on the Sunday
following. So why? My neighbor who
took sheep there last year,

shrugged his shoulders. " It's the
custom". It is supposed to celebrate

Sao Anton, an Egyptian, whose fol-
lowers rejected pigs given to them.
This is not the more famous An-
thony born in Lisbon. In Crete there
is a valley who take their sheep to
church on St George's Day, April
23, so maybe this a link. Finally take
a close look at the stone pillar be-
side Saint Euphemia's chapel: it is
clearly a fertility symbol, dating

from the time when prehistoric
graves were built at nearby Carregal
do Sal. Maybe they have been doing
this for 5000 years.

Richard Edwards

A road through the mountains
General opinion is divided about the
construction and many people may
have heard about it. Shame is dis-
cussed about damage to the environ-
ment, there is concern expressed
about the expropriation purchase
and the usefulness of the new road
is called into question. It brings

back memories of the time when
travelling by car from the Beiras to
Lisbon was a perilous adventure.
With luck the slalom drive along pits
and holes took about an hour or 5.
When you had bad luck a substantial
hole in the road would give you yet
another flat tyre, or you would be
waiting in the traffic jam caused by
an accident involving a truck. A trip
to Lisbon took an hour of eight, nine,
or even ten. You had better not
overtake and driving after lunch was
even more dangerous, by increasing
the number of “pp” 'on the road.
When people heard of plans for a
new road, there was talk of damage
to the environment, concerns were
expressed about the expropriation
purchase and usefulness of the new
road was questioned here and there
in the Beiras. Then the road was
ready! OPEN and passable, a petrol
station was nowhere to be seenin
the whole route and there was
hardly any traffic. An exit? A ramp?
For the speed demons, this road was
heaven on earth, and many serious
accidents occurred. People were
outraged, people discussed their
concerns. Many may have driven
from the Beiras to Lisbon this past
year without slaloming and within 3
hour s, right? Or
on you! Amie, Casa da Ponte
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